
March 21, 2007 -- If you missed Marvel's newest 
team of Latin American super-heroes the 
Santerians when they made their debut two years 
ago in the "Daredevil: Father" series, you are in 
luck. A current exhibit at the Caribbean Cultural 
Center in midtown chronicles their creation from 
start to finish.  

These supermen and women don't leap over tall 
buildings in a single bound or move faster than a 
speeding bullet. No, these heroes have powers 
based upon the forces of nature with the abilities to 
manipulate water, summon lightning and even 
confuse villains with the ability to control  speech 
and communication.  

Another hero, Chango, based on deity of thunder 
and lightning, controls electricity and shoots deadly 
bursts of energy from his hands. If there is a power 
shortage, you know who did it. Because he's a 
trickster and hotheaded in the series, Quesada did 
not make him the leader although in the traditional 
religion, Chango reigns supreme.  

The other three characters are Ogun, the deity of 
iron and Oya and Ochun, the goddess of the wind 
and seduction, respectively. Ogun is the muscles of 
the group and has super human strength, while Oya 
has the power of flight and wind - think hurricanes, 
tornadoes and wind tunnels. Ochun, manipulates 
water. In the series, the fierce and beautiful one is 
seen cracking open a fire hydrant with her eyes.

The exhibits' curator Edgardo Miranda-Rodriguez 
wanted the Santerians to stand as a cultural
phenomenon and not just stay within the confines 
of the comic book fan base.  

"Once I heard about the Santerians I knew we had 
to do an exhibition with Joe," says Miranda-
Rodriguez, "It's about celebrating our culture."  

Miranda-Rodriguez says that all five characters are 
different complexions showcasing the diversity of colors 
- and races - within the Latin American Diaspora.  

He (Quesada) was deliberate in showing the 
rainbow of Latino colors - from the very African 
looking Ogun to the mestizo Chango to the very 
European-or-blanquita - Ochun.  

Quesada says when he finishes the upcoming four-
issue Spiderman series, he will start the stand-alone 
series of the Santerians.

In a world where comic book characters become 
action figures, animated series and motion pictures, 
it's surprising that he's taking his time refusing to 
capitalize off of the Santerians' marketing potential 
just to make a quick buck.  

"I have a story in my head," reveals Quesada about 
the upcoming Santerians comic book series, "but 
I'd like to take my time with it. It's probably going 
to be a year or two before I do it."  

For now, there is the exhibit.  

"Joe Quesada: The Art of Hero Worship" runs until 
July 30th at the Caribbean Cultural Center, 408 
W58th St, between 9th and 10th avenues. Go to 
www.santerians.com or call (212) 307-7420 ext. 
3006. Suggested donation of $5. 
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